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AND HE SAID, GO AND TELL THIS PEOPLE, HEAR YE INDEED 
' BUT UNDERSTAND NOT. MAKE THE HEART OF TH!S PEOPLE, 
FAT, AND MAKE THEIR EARS HEAVY, AND SHUT THEIR EYES; 
LEST THEY SEE WITH THEIR ZYES, AND HEAR WITH THEIR 
| EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART, AND CON- 
VERT, AND BE HEALED. THEN SAID 1, LORD, HOW LONG? 
AND HE ANSWERED, UNTIL THE CITIES BE WASTED WITH- 
OUT INHABITANT, AND THE HOUSES WITHOUT MAN, AND 
THE LAND BE UTTERLY DESOLATE; AND THE LORD HAVE 
REMOVED MEN FAR AWAY, AND THERE BE A GREAT FOR» 
 SAKING IN THE MIDST OF THE LAND. 


Tur words of my text contain a very fevere 
and awful meſſage, which Haiah was commiſſion- 
ed by God, to carry to the children of Hrael.— 
It is certain, the Iſraelites, in Iſaiah's time, were 
ſunk into a ſtate of the deepeſt corruption and 
depravity, and they were rendered the more in- 
excuſable, as God had been at · all imaginable Þ | 
pains, in order to reclaim them. He had ſent 
one prophet after another to inſtruct them. He 
endeavoured, at one time, to bring them back to 


himſelf, and their duty, by the moſt endearing» Il 
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| promiſes of his 850 and 1 at ano- 
ther time, he alarms them with the moſt terri- 
ble threatenings : ; and in order to rouſe them 


up and awaken them more effectually, he inflicts 


on them, in the courſe of his providence, the 


« 


heavieſt temporal calamities. The various me- 


thods, however, which he had made uſe of, whe- 
ther of a gentler or ſeverer kind, had not as yet 


produced any good effect. They continued as 


bad as ever, without diſcovering the ſmalleſt 


ſymptom of repentance or amendment. God is - 


therefore provoked at length, to ſtrive with them 


no longer, to give them up entirely to them-. 


ſelves, and to leave them under the power of 
their own obſtinacy and hardneſs—the heavieſt 


judgment that can be inflicted on any ſinner, 
next to the damnation of hell itſelf, This in- 


expreſſibly ſevere and dreadful judgment was 


juſt on the point of being inflicted on the Ifrael- 
4 tes, and Ifaiah gives them a fair and ſolemn 


warning of what was to happen. In reſpect of 
external privileges ind advantages, their condi- 
tion was to be the ſame as formerly; God's 


5 laws and ordinances were to be continued with 


em, but his gracious preſence was to be with- 


drawn, and they were to derive no real benefit 


from the ineſtimable privileges they enjoyed, as 


t | God's Per Wopke. God wWas to Wan 


„ 
to blindneſs of mind, and hardneſs of heart, and 
to permit them, as a juſt puniſhment on them 


for their impenitence and obſtinacy, to purſue 


their ſinful courſes now, in the deepeſt eaſe and 
ſecurity, without fcar or ſhame, without remorſe: 


or PORT: feelin 8. 


Such! is the plain meaning 1 import of the 


ſtrong and emphatical expreſſions, that they 


ſhould hear and yet not underfland, ſee and yet not 


perceive. Their hearts were to be made fat, their 
ears heavy, and their eyes were to be ſhut, left 


they ſhould fee with their eyes, and hear with their 


ears, and under/tand with their bearts. and convert, 
and be aa 54 


To Prevent all 'miflukes;writhy; reſet to * Fs 


genuine ſenſe and meaning of theſe words, it-is 
proper to take notice, that we are not to under- 
ſtand them as importing, that God has any plea- 
ſure in the impenitence, obſtinacy, and ruin of 
ſinners; or that the blame of their miſconduct 
is in any reſpect chargeable on him. To think 
or affirm, or ſo much as inſinuate this of the. 
infinitely juſt and holy God, would be to dero- 
gate, in the higheſt degree, from the infinite 


perfection of his nature, and the unalterable rec- 


titude of his government. We are . that 
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God deins pleaſure in the death: of a ſinner, but 
rather they would turn from the evil of 

their way, and live. We are equally certain, that 

when finners will not be reformed, when all the 
efforts of mercy for this purpoſe have been in- 
effectual, when they will not fee, nor hear, nor 
underſtand, and wilfully and obſtinately ſhut 

- their eyes, and ears, and hearts ag gainſt the vari- 

dus and re- iterated inſtructions, . and 

warnings, which have been given them—in this 
caſe, the Great Judge of the world very often 
interpoſes immediately, and in 4 way of juſt and 

- "Tighteous judgment. He himſelf mates their hearts 
fut, and their ears heavy, and fhuts their eyes, ſo 
tbat they ſhall not ſee with their eyes, nor hear with 
their ears, nor underſtand with their hearts, nor con- 
vert, and be healed ; not indeed by infuſing ſinful 
 defires and inclinations into their hearts, but 
by abandaping them to the uncontrolled power 
and dominion of their own corruption, and with- 
drawing every check and reſtraint, which they 

- might have been formerly under an awful and 

alarming method of procedure, but agreeable in 
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which was not to come ſingle and alone. kr way | 
to be accompanied with, and draw after it a 
horried train of other calamities ; forſaken of 
God, given up by him to blindneſs of mind., 
and hardneſs of heart. Could the Iſraelites think, 
or expect to be proſperous and happy in ſuch 
_ circumſtances ? It was indeed a vain thought. 
The prophet aſſures them, that ſuch a ſtate ant 
condition was the ſure preſage and fore runner 
. of the heavieſt temporal calamities to be inflict- 
ed on them, as a people or nation: Tho' there 
was no appearance of danger for che preſence, 
and tho' theſe calamities might be deferred for 
many years, yet they would certainly come at | 
laſt, Their cities were to be aged ' without' in= | 
land to be utterly defolate. The Lord was to . 
move men far away, and there was to e 4 
n 2 


The application of this Sedan nad) 
and to the preſent ſituation of our country, is ob- 
vious and apparent. H we be a people forſaken 
of God, if we be given up by him in a way of 8 | 
| juſt and righteous judgment, to blindneſs i 
mind, and hardneſs. of heart—if this be the ge- 
neral characteriſtic of our nation, in vain do 
ve look | for national "Pee ern, and hap- | 
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paineſs. Let us not deceive ourſelves with vain 
bl expectations. Public calamities of every kind 
are juſtly to be dreaded and apprehended by a 
nation or people, whom God has abandoned, or 
whom he ſeems on the point of abandoning, or 
giving up to themſelves. This is the important 
$ and awful topic inculcated in my text, and which 
| N Ithink worthy: of our OED: and moſt —_ 
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2 1 f . not to enter into the ſecret deſigns 
of Providence, or to prognoſticate, or conjecture 
the particular events, which may happen to this 
or any other nation, and I abhor the malignity 
of that man's heart, who is ever fore boding ruin 
to his country my deſign is the reverſe of this. 
It is to perſuade you to repentance and amend- 
ment, by this awful conſideration, that the wic- 
kedneſs, profligacy, and incorrigibility of any 
nation or people, are ſure ſigns and prognoſtics 
of heavy temporal calamities, about to fall on 
that nation or people, even tho? _ ſhould be 
4 b for my and: ge. to enn. bit 2; 


* . In the cone of * i FEY inter- 
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- Firſt, to ſpecify ſome marks and characters of 


a people, whom God ſeems, notwithſtandinig the 


continuance of external means and mercies, to 
have given, or to be giving up to blindneſs of 
mind, and hardneſs of heart. 


3 to make it appear, by a variety of 


conſiderations, that when any people or nation 
are forſaken of God, it is a ſure ſign and preſage 
of God's being to inflict heavy temporal cala- 
mities on them, ſooner or later. 


And then, to Selbe the diſcourſe by ſuggeſt- 


ing ſuch practical uſe, and improvement of it, as 


may be directly and immediately ſuited to the 
_— arid occaſion of this ſolemn day. 


Lam, ff, to ſpecify ſome marks and charac- 
ters of a people whom God ſeems, notwithſtand- 
ing the continuance of external means and mer- 
cies, to have given up, or to be giving up to 
blindneſs of mind, and hardneſs of heart. 


Let us deal honeſtly with our own hearts,and if 
theſe characters are in any degree applicable to 
_ ourſelves, let us take the alarm, and dread | the 
threatened judgments. 
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I affirm, firſt, that when a people or nation ſin 
openly and obſtinately, in barefaced contempt 


of the laws of God, and in expreſs contradiction 


to the remonſtrances of conſcience, and the very 
light of nature, they appear to be given up, or 
are on the very point of being given up by God, 
to blindneſs of mind, and hardneſs of heart.— 
Surely we have not. obſerved with any meaſure 


of attention what paſſes daily around us, if we 


are not ſenſible, that this is too much the caſe 
with all ranks and degrees of people in theſe 
kingdoms. Iniquity of every kind has over- 
fpread our land, like a torrent, and carries all 
before it with reſiſtleſs impetuoſity. The moſt 
abominable vices, equally diſgraceful to the 
chriſtian profeſſion, and to human nature itſelf, 
are practiſed openly and avowedly, without 
ſhame, without fear, without the ſmalleſt appear- 


| ance of remorſe or horror. The groſſeſt acts of 


injuſtice, diſhoneſty, trade, villany, and oppreſſion, 
are committed by many without a ſcruple, pro- 
vided they can do it with impunity. To pro- 


mote their own. intereſt and advantage, is the 


only object they ſeem to have in view. It is no 
matter by what means, juſt or unjuſt, good or 
bad, this object is accompliſhed ; and what is 


_ worſt of all, villany itſelf, the groſſeſt villany 
mn buſineſs is ROY conſidered as a crime, 


when 


„ 
when it is attended with ſucceſs. The ſucceſſ- 


ful villain, who has amaſſed riches, or raiſed 
himſelf to power and preferment in the world, 


by the moſt unjuſtifiable methods, is daily ap- 
plauded, courted, careſſed and fawned on by 


thoſe around him, in the baſeſt and moſt ſervile 


manner, while the man of probity and honour, 


on whoſe lawful enterprizes, it may be, provi-. 
dence has frowned, or who, through the una- 
avoidable accidents of human life, languiſhes in 
poverty, is deſpiſed, neglected, and forgotten, — 
Villany, when it is ſucceſsful, is often confidered 
as a lucky ſpecimen of dexterity and addreſs, 

and the happy exertion of ſuperior abilities, 


Perjury, one of the moſt atrocious crimes, of 
which human nature is capable, and which has 
been juſtly branded with infamy in all ages, and 
nations of the world, -is perpetrated among us, 


in many inſtances, without appearing to excite ' 


any horror in the breaſt of the guilty perfon 


himſelf, and without drawing upon him any 


meaſure of diſregard and diſgrace from thoſe, 


who are fully enough in the knowledge of his 


guilt, or at leaſt have every ground and N 
to ſuſpect it. | 


We can ſcarcely paſs along our ftreets or our 
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highways, or enter into few companies, with- 


out hearing-our great Creator's name blaſphem- 
ed. Our ears are ſhocked almoſt at every turn, 
with the hideous language of hell. There is 
this particular aggravation accompanies curſing 


and ſwearing, by which it is diſtinguiſhed from 
. * every other ſpecles of vice, that there is no ori- 


ginal paſſion in human nature, which tempts us 


to the commiſſion of it. The curſer and {wearer is 
either influenced by a wanton diſreſpect or con- 


tempt of the Majeſty of God, or by the irre- 
ſiſtible force of a moſt abominable habit, which 
having once contracted, he finds it beyond his 


power to ſhake off; and in many caſes, I believe, 


by a baſe and horrid emulation of others in im- 


piety. He cannot all the while alledge, that 


there is any original deſire, paſſion, or appetite 
of human nature prompting him, or that he is in- 
duced by any motive of advantage or pleaſure.— 
Infatuated creature! He is a perfect volunteer in 


the ſervice of ſin and the devil. In this reſpect, 


an habitual curſer and ſwearer, be his rank and 
ſtation what it will, appears very like = perſon 


whom God has abandoned. 


With ks to drkentieſs, debauchery, 


. whoredom, and all ſenſual exceſſes, they are be- 
Come ſo common and faſhionable, that they are 


little 


[16-3 
little thought of; they are ſcarcely conſidered as 
ſinful; they are regarded as a ſort of harmleſs gra- 
_ tifications, which even good men may ſafely in- 
dulge. It is certain and notorious, that through 
an unaccountable infatuation, no ſort of ſhame, 
or brand of infamy, is put upon theſe abominable 
vices. To debauch a married woman from her 
allegiance to her huſband, or to decoy the inno- 
cent and unthinking maid to ſhame and ruin, in- 
ſtead of being regarded with deteſtation and hor- 
ror, as things highly criminal, are, on the contra- 
ry, conſidered as a gallant fort of atchievement. 
The- hiſtory of Britain, in the preſent age, I 
may ſay, without any exaggeration, exhibits to 
our view ſuch a black and hideous detail of baſe 
intrigues, adulterous amours, and ſhocking viola- 
tions of chaſtity, as would have overwhelmed the 
heathen world itſelf, with confufion and ſhame. 
Greece and Rome, in their 'better days, would 
have turned away their eyes with horror from the 
odious and diſmal Ia 


2 To: he a phrenzy of wickedneſs, are we not 
then arrived! Does not the word of God declare 
expreſsly, that for theſe things, the wrath of G | 
comes on the children of diſobedience? and does not 
the light of nature teach us, that, as reaſonable 
creatures, we ought to govern our appetites and 


{ 


$444. 


14 ] 
paſſions, reſtrain them within due bounds, and 
that the immoderate purſuit of ſenſual gratifica- 
tions degrades and vilifies the foul, unfits it for 
the nobler and higher enjoyments, for which it 
was originally intended, and puts us on a level 
with the beaſts that periſh? Whence comes it 
then, that we openly and avowedly practiſe theſe 


abominations, againſt which the light of nature 


and revelation equally exclaim? The only account 
we can give of it is, that we have wiltully ſhut 
our eyes againſt the light of both, and now God, 
in a way of juſt and righteous judgment, is giv- 
ing us up to ourſelves, and to the abſolute uncon- 
trolled power and dominion of that blindneſs and 
darkneſs ; in which we are involved, 


4 Secondly, I obſerve, that a people or nation 
ſeem to be given up, or in the utmoſt hazard of 
being given up, by God, when they neglect and 
diſregard the ſacred ordinances, and inſtitutions 
of religion, or when theſe ordinances and inſtitu- 
tions appear to have loſt their force and efficacy, 
and to be dwindling into empty and inſignificant 


forms, without anſwering the valuable and im- 


portant purpoſes, for which they were originally 
intended. In both theſe reſpects, the face of 
things, up and down our country, wears a gloomy 
and threatening afpett, and preſents before us, 
. ee 
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the melancholy picture of a people, whom God 


; has abandoned. 


If we carry our views back tothe middle of the laſt, 
or the beginning of the preſent century, we find 
the higheſt veneration and regard for the ordinan- 
ces and inſtitutions of religion, to have been the 
glorious and diſtinguiſhing character of all ranks 
and degrees of people in the kingdom. The houſe 
of God was regularly attended by the higheſt, as 
well as by the lower ranks and orders of men. 
The rich and the great did not think it beneath 
them, to be daily waiting at the pots of wiſdom's 
doors, nor were they aſhamed to make a public 
profeſſion of their faith in the world's great re- 
deemer, at the communion table. - You would 
not have ſeen the judges of the land, members 
of parliament, men of rank and ſtation, fitting 
at home, walking round their improvements, or 


planning out their worldly ſchemes, in the time | 


of public worſhip. You would not have ſeen 
them riding journeys without neceflity, and re- 
ceiving viſits on the holy day of God. No—the 
Lord's day was obſerved with a ſtrictneſs and 
punctuality peculiar to ourſelves, and unknown 
almoſt in any other chriſtian country—a circum- 
ſtance which reflected the higheſt honour on our } 
nation. The houſes of our nobility and gentry, KW 
were | 


L 
were a ſort of ſanctuaries, conſecrated to the ho- 
nour of the great Jehovah. The time which is 
now wretchedly ſquandered away in drinking, 


and at the card table, was appropriated to the 
nobler and better purpoſe of divine worſhip 


The voice of malice will poſſibly ſuggeſt, that 
all theſe religious appearances were falſe and coun- 
terfeited, and that the period, I am now deſcrib- 
ing, was marked out with all the moſt glaring 
ſymptoms of hypocriſy and diſſimulation. There 
is no doubt, but hypocrites will at all times be 
mingled with the ſincere worſhippers of God. 
This will and muſt be the caſe, while the world 
laſts; But to affirm, that this generally was the 
caſe, at the period to which I refer, is an uncha- 
ritable and groundleſs aſperſion. How ſad the 
contraſt between theſe times and our own! The 
Tad contraſt is obvious and glaring. The men of 
this generation, at leaſt many of them, are as re- 
markable for the neglect and contempt of religion, 
as our forefathers were, for a zealous attachment 
to its intereſts. What ſhall we think then, and 
ſay, when we are neglecting God, and lighting 
and undervaluing his word, his ordinances, all 
the means he has appointed for bringing us to 
repentance and amendment? When we are for- 
ſaking God, in ſo barefaced and contemptuous a 

"1 1925 man- 


. 


manner, we have the juſteſt ground to fear, that 
he is on the point to forſake us, and RE us ens 
uy to ourſelves. i 


Wen s cafe * chöle 4 who attend on, arid pro- 
feſs a regard to the ordinances and inſtitutions of 
religion, affords but a very uncomfortable proſ- 
peat. Cuſtom, curioſity, the faſhion of the coun- 
try, and a regard to decency; are the -prin- 
cipal motives, by which many are induced to 
attend on our religious aſſemblies We are 
grofsly inattentive to the important and inter- 
eſting truths of the everlaſting gofpel. How 
ſeldom do we recollect them? How ſeldom make 
a fair and home application of them to-our own 
hearts and conſciences ? Our attendanee on them 
is very often a point of mere forma form of 
godlineſs without the power of it—a name to 
live while we are dead, is too much the charac- 
tereſtic of our profeſſors of religion. A high re- 
gard is often pretended to the external and poſi- 
tive inſtitutions of religion, in order to excuſe and 
palliate the habitual and ſhameful neglect of thoſe 
duties which are in their own nature of eternal 
and unalterable obligation. Deceit and villany, 
covetouſneſs and luſt, the moſt ſelfiſh and ſordid 
ſchemes and purpoſes, and a malicions, bitter, 


and cenſorious temper are often diſguiſed under, 
SC and 
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and covered over with a fair and flaming pro- 

feſſion of religion. God appears to be in a great 
meaſure forſaking his houſe and ordinances.— 
Thoſe powerful influences of his ſpirit, on which 
the ſucceſs of all external means depends, are in 
a great degree withdrawn. The arm of the 
Lord does not put on ſtrength, as in the days of 
old. The time has been, when it ſnatched ſouls 
by thouſands, like firebrands from the burning; 
but now God hides and draws it bacx. A pure 
diſpenſation of the Goſpel ſtill remains, at leaſt, 
in many parts of the kindom, but that diſpenſa 


5 tion is become lifeleſs and ineffectual. It does 


not produce thoſe ſalutary effects on the hearts 
and lives of men, which in its own nature it is 
adapted, and which it never fails to produce, 
when accompanied with the powerful operation 
of the ſpirit of God. And it is very certain, that 
a goſpel diſpenſation, which God makes uſe of 
as the means of convincing and converting ſin- 
ners, by being abuſed and miſimproved, proves 
the unhappy occaſion of their being more har- 
dened in fin. In this reſpect God ſeems to be 
laying concerning us, make the heart of this pp 
Ja, and their ears heavy, &c. | 


I obſerve, * chat a people appear to be 
given up of. God, when they are impatient of 
f admoni- 


. 


admonitions and rebukes a characteriſtic too 
juſtly applicable to the preſent generation. There 
is not a miniſter of the goſpel, who has endea- 
voured to diſcharge the duties of his ſtation, 
faithfully and impartially, but muſt have expe- 
rienced the truth of this remark, to his deep re- 
gret. The people to whom we addreſs ourſelves, 
are fond of a general and random ſort of preach- 
ing. But if we bring the buſineſs home to their 
own conſciences, if we point out to each his 
particular faults and failings, rip up every one's 
ſore without reſpect of perſons, laſh the vices of 
the age, and animadvert particularly on the fins 
and abominations which we know to be flagrant, 
among the people immediately under our inſpec- 
tion, that moment our doctrine becomes offenſive 
and diſguſtful—it is unedifying and unfit for 
the pulpit. The profeſſor of religion, as faulty 
as others, notwithſtanding his fair pretenſions, 
puts in his word, and ſays, this is not the doctrine 

of the Goſpel. This fills us with - regret and 
| ſorrow, and we are ready to adopt the words of 
the prophet Jeremiah.“ To whom ſhall wwe give 
warning and ſpeak that they may hear us: Their ear 
is uncircumcifed, and they cannot hearken ; Behold the 
word of the Lord. is to them a reproach, and they 
have no delight in it. It is not to be diſſembled 
here, that we ourſelves, the public teachers of 
3 others, 


# Jeremiah, vi, 194 
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others, are ſadly defective in this moſt eſſential 
and neceſſary part of our duty. The fear of 
offending man, which always brings a ſnare, a 
ſervile courting of the great and powerful, and 
a variety of ſecular conſiderations, in many 


inſtances reſtrain us from diſcharging faith- 


fully the duties of our ſation. Poſſeſſed with a 
ſilly fondneſs for pleaſing a carnal generation, 


.who would have us ſpeat /mooth things, and prophe- 


cy deceits, we are loth to meddle with the harſh and 
diſagreeable buſineſs of rebukes, or our repre- 


henſions are adminiſtered in ſo unequal and par- 


tial a manner, as ſerves to defeat their own. end 


and object, and furniſhes our people with a 


weapon againſt ourſelves, which they never fail 


to improve to our diſadvantage. We cannot 


enough lament and bewail on this day of faſting, 
that God ſeems to be threatening us, the miniſters 
of the goſpel, the public teachers of religion, at 
the preſent juncture, as he did his prophets of 
old—an awful token, that he 1s on the point of 
leaving both us and our people to ourſelves.“ 

1 will make thy tongue 10 cleave to the roof of thy 
mouth, fo that thou. ſhall not be to them a reprover. 


For they are 'a rebellious houſe. . There ſhall be like 


people and like prigſt, and I -will puniſh them for their 
my 1 en them for their . 
! 1 
2 * Bzekiel, iü. 26 ol iv. 6. 9. 7 


E11 
I add, in the laft place, that a people or nation 
appear to be given up, or are in the utmoſt haz- 
ard af being given up of God, when they are in- 


attentive to, and unaffected with theſe diſpenſati- 


ons of providence, which are directly calculated 
to awaken and rouſe them up, 10 lead them to 
ee 


We entered on the American war fluſhed with 
the hopes of ſucceſs; we imagined nothing could 
ſtand before our fleets and armies. The whole 
continent of America, we aſſured ourſelves, 


would ſoon be ſubjected, and ſubmit to any terms 


we were pleaſed to impoſe. We diſcovered the 
higheſt degree of national pride and vanity.— 
He who fits in the Heaven laughed, and the Lord: had 


4s in deriſion. We were obliged at laſt, after vaſt 


expence of blood. and treaſure, to acknowledge 
the independence of America, We ought how- 
ever, to be thankful, that as a nation we have 
ſuſtained no real loſs or diſadvantage, by our 
diſunion from America. Never did our trade 
and commerce flouriſh in a higher degree, never 
was Britain in a more proſperous and happy ſtate 
at any former period, than ſhe has been ſince the 


end of the American war. Alas we have not | 


made a proper uſe of the eee goodneſs of 
God towards us—Klis goodneſs has not led us as 
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it ought, to repentance; irreligion and impiety, 
vice and wickedneſs of every kind, have in a 
manner kept pace with our proſperity. God, in 
the courſe of his ſovereign providence, in order 
to rouſe us up and awaken us, is pleafed to vifit 
us with new judgments. In the midſt of peace, 
proſperity, and plenty, all on a ſudden, while we 
are not dreading or apprehending it, we are in- 
volved in all the horrors, and in all the dangers, 
of war. We flatter ourſelves, that this war can- 
not be of long continuance. The French divid- 
ed among themſelves, deſerted and betrayed by 
their moſt renowned generals, and at war in a 
manner with all the world, can fcarcely ftand 
out a ſingle campaign. They muſt fuccumb, | 
and proftrate themſelves at the feet of Great 
Britain, and her illuſtrious allies; their boaſt- 
ed republic will ſhortly diſappear, and vaniſh like 
a meteor. Liberty and Equality, the Shibboleth 
of the ſeditious and rebellious, will be no more 
Heard of over all Europe; the illuſtrious Marie 
Antoinette will be releaſed from her confine- 
-ment ; the barbarous regicides, whoſe iron hearts 
did not ſhudder at taking off the head of a king, 
will meet with condign puniſhment ; and young 
Capet will re-aſcend the throne of his anceſtors. 
This, I know, you wiſh for, and this you expect. 
But you and I ought never to be too ſanguine 


{ 
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in our hopes and expectatfons. The events of 
war are abſolutely uncertain. What 1s future 1s 
entirely in God's own hand. But ſuppoſe, that 
the arms of Great Britain and her allies are vic- 
torious, that the ancient monarchy of France 
is re-eſtabliſhed, and that unhappy people reduc- 
ed to that ſtate of abject ſervitude they were 
in before the meeting of the conſtituent aſſemb- 
ly; ſuppoſing this to be the caſe, it is neverthe- 
leſs certain, that an infinitely juſt and Holy God 
has a thouſand arrows in his quiver, with which 
he can ſhoot at us, and viſit us for our iniqui- 
ties. | . 


I am therefore naturally brought to the ſecond 
branch of my ſubje&, viz. To make it appear, 
by a variety of conſiderations, that when any 
nation or people are deſerted and given up of 
God, it is a ſure ſign and preſage of God's being 
to inflict heavy temporal calamities on ri na- 
tion or people, ſooner or * Ine; ; 5 


The truth of al aſſertion might be clearly 
proved from the nature of things. Religion and 
holineſs, wherever they prevail, are calculated, in 
their own nature, to promote not only the pri- 
vate intereſt of individuals, but the public intereſt: 

and happineſs of nations, and the general good |} 

| of 
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of ſociety; whereas impiety, fin, and wickedneſs 
of every kind, are prejudicial to fociety, and in 
their own nature deſtructive of the common in- 
tereſt of mankind ; and in whatever nation they 
are univerſally prevalent, the ruin of that nation 
may be juſtly looked for and apprehended, 
without regard to any immediate judgment of 
heaven, according to the order and courſe of 
things, which he great governor of the world has 
eſtabliſhed, and according to which, his conduct 
to nations and kingdoms has been conſtantly and 
uniformly directed. But as this is an argument 
of an abſtract kind, and conſequently not ſo ob- 
vious to the capacities of the generality, nor ſo 
ready to arreſt their attention, as what is drawn 
from experience; for this reaſon, I ſhall paſs it 
over, and confine myſelf entirely to plain and 
uncontrollable matter of fact. 


"IP If we look back to {nd is of nations and king- 
doms in all ages of the world, and if we take our 
examples either from the ſacred records, or from: 
profane hiſtory, we find both of them agree in 
eftabliſhing and confirming this important and in- 
tereſting truth, that the wickedneſs, impiety, and 
ineorrigibility of a nation or people, is the infal- 
ble prognoſtic and Prelude to national calamity 


and ruin. 
Con- 
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Conſider the ſtate of the antedeluvian world; 
or the ſtate of men before the flood. The race 
of men, which then lived, was as corrupt and dif- 
ſolute as can be well imagined; they were given 
up of God, and abandoned to every ſort of wick- 
edneſs. Pray, what was the conſequence, and' 
in what did this iſſue? You know very well, that 
it iſſued in the total deſtruction of this race of ö 
men, (Noah and his family only excepted. ) God þ 
ſent Noah a preacher of righteouſneſs, ; to call 

them to repentance, and to give them warning of \ 4 
the impending danger; but they derided: the J 
preaching and warnings of this holy man. Their \ | 
hearts were hardened, and their eyes ſhut they 
were ſecure, and inſenſible of danger. They 
ſaw no bad appearances, when Noah preached; 
for this reaſon, they conſidered all he ſaid as idle 
cant and jargon, and indeed it was not till after a 4 
great number of years, no leſs than 126, that 
Noah's threatenings were executed. They were 
not however the leſs certain, becauſe they were 
delayed to a diſtant period. Behold at laſt, the 
windows of heaven were opened, and the foun- 
tains of the great deep broken up, and the flood 
ſwept away that abandoned generation from off 
the face of the earth, while they were fearing no 


evil, e ee 2 SSTE OI 
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We need not 8⁰ ſo far back as the age before 
the flood. The Jews in particular are a melan- 
choly roof of what T am now aſſerting. - In the 
time of Haiah, they were left to themſelves, and 
forfaken of God; and pray, what was to be the 
conſequence of this? The very ſame which is here 
predicted, their cities ere to be waſted without in- 

| babitant, © und their houſes without man, and the land 

cpr to be utterly dgſolute. It is particularly to be 

/ obſerved; that there was not the ſmalleſt appear- 

alice of danger, when Iſaiah uttered the mournful 

prediction. Their affairs were flouriſhing, they 
were at peace with all their neighbours, nor had 
they 1 the ſmalleſt ground to ſuſpect harm from any 
quarter. The threatened judgment, however, 
was not the leſs certain, for having been delayed; 

it was executed at laſt with a vengeance; their 
country was ravaged, and conquered by the Baby- 
lonians or Chaldeans, their temple razed from its 
foundation, their city burned, and they them 
ſelves carried into a wretched captivity, from 
which they were not releaſed t till 12115 a face of 


ſevemy 8 


It is trite, "Y ow! were Ankern enen to 
their on country, and re-eſtabliſhed in che full 
poſſeſſion of their religion, laws, and government; 
apd though after this period they. were careful to 

avoid 
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avoid idolatry, yet they went to the other ex- 
treme of ſuperſtition; ſo that religion among them 
dwindled into a ſet of empty unmeaning forms: 
a univerſal depravation of manners followed of 
courſe, and at the time of our Saviour's appear- 
ance, they were the moſt wicked and abandoned 
ſet of people under the ſun. The words of my 
text are quoted by our Saviour and his apoſtles, 
again and again, as a juſt deſcription of their 
abandoned character; and the calamities here pre- 
dicted, refer not only to thoſe they ſuffered un- 
der the Babyloniſh captivity, bur to the infinitely 
greater calamities, which attended the ſiege; of 
Jeruſalem by Veſpaſian and Titus, and to the to- 
tal deſtruction and ruin of their nation by the Ro- F 
mans. At the time our Saviour denounced the 8 
defirptiinn of the city and temple by the Romans, 
there was not the ſmalleſt appearance of ſuch a 
calamity. They were living in quiet ſubjection 
to the Roman government, and inſtead of medi- 
tating a revolt, they pretended the warmeſt loyal- 
ty to Czfar and the empire, and made uſe of 
this pretext as a handle for crucifying the ſon of 
God. The judgment nevertheleſs came at laſt, 
a dreadful cataſtrophe, to which the annals of hiſ- 
tory ſcarcely affords any thing parallel or equal. 
And now they are diſperſed over all the world, a 


taunt and bye word in all the countries, in which 
ey bas 
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they are ſcattered—a living and awful monument 
of that calamity and ruin, which, ſooner or latter, 
muſt be the portion of that people or nation, 


whom God himſelf has abandoned. 


* 


* 


If it were neceſſary or proper, 1 might lay be- 
fore you the hiſtory of all the great empires of the 
world I might repreſent to you, the ſtate of 
Greece, fo renowned in profane hiſtoryI might 
repreſent to you, the condition of the mighty 
Roman empire, in its riſe, progreſs, and fall. 
From this detail, you would clearly ſee, that the 
different ſtates and kingdoms of the world, have 
been proſperous and happy in the ſame proporti- 
on, in which religion and virtue have flouriſhed 
among them; and in the ſame proportion in which 
they have decayed, and in which vice and immo- 
rality have abounded, in the ſame proportion 
they have ceaſed to flouriſh, and one calamity, on 
the back of another, has come upon them, till 
they were at laſt toraly overturned. 1 


To what then does this cube tend, and W 
pſe and MOEN Yemen 28 255 we to make of it? 


The uſe we ought to wks of it is to mourn! 
and be grieved, that many, among all ranks and 


degrees of people in thoſe kingdoms, ſhould dif- 
ah 5 . cover 
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cover ſuch fad ſigns and ſymptoms of their being 
forſaken and deſerted of God, or at leaſt in the ut- 
' moſt hazard of being ſo. The very thought is 
terrible, and it cannot fail to affect the heart of 
every perſon, who has any real concern for the 
welfare of his country. God forbid that any of 
us ſhould be e with ad e a conſidera- 
tion. | | 

Thaugh the war we are now engaged in, ſhould 
be attended with all the ſucceſs we could wiſh for, 
and though the judgment, to which our crying 
fins and abominations have rendered us obnoxi- 
ous, ſhould be reſpited and delayed for a while, 
we are not, on that account, to conſider ourſelves 
as fafe, and out of danger, as long as we are for- 


laken of God, or while we appear to be in the wax 


of having ſo terrible a judgment inflicted on us. 
The threatened judgments of God are not the leſs 
certain, becauſe they are delayed. They will 
come upon us at laſt, and they will be the heavi- 
er, 1n proportion as they have been delayed, 


Let us therefore be concerned, each of us, that 
we may be brought back to God, and that our 
hearts may be renewed, and ourſelves amended. 
Let us ſearch out, every one of us, our own plague, 
and our own ſore; let us be concerned, that our 


x eyes 
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eyes and ears may be opened, that our hearts may 
be made foft, and that we may be converted to 
God, ſo as he may heal us, and have mercy on us. 
A. general reformation, if ever it take place, muſt 
begin with the reformation of individuals. In- 
ſtead of exclaiming againſt, and throwing the 
blame on others, let us begin at home, and calm 
ly and candidly recollect the hand, we ourſelves 
have had, in the national provocation, and the 
national guilt. Let us confeſs our ſins, with the 
bittereſt ſorrow and contrition of heart, and en- 
deavour to forſake them, crying out, each of us, 
with the utmoſt ſincerity and earneſtneſs, turn 
us, 0 Lord, and we ſhall be turned, draw us, and 
we ſhall run after thee. In this way, we may 
reaſonably hope, that God will protect and bleſs 
us, and that he will make our Zion glorious, and 
our Jeruſalem a praiſe in the whole earth. 
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ZR N K.. 
In the Following Sermon. 
Page 26. line 4. For hid, read Hide. 
F ge 28. line 1, 2 81 und gig, © read und 


